Final Assessment for Chapter 5: Life in BNA

You will write a diary based on a character of your choice from the mid-1800's in BNA. Historical fiction has a lot in common with a non-fiction report so remember this as you are writing. You are using your imagination to fill in small details, but the majority of the facts will be from history (1845-1855). 
HOW TO GET STARTED:

Start with a culture: Black, Irish, Acadian, etc.
Choose a job: blacksmith, doctor, mother, fisher, shipbuilder, logger, politician, etc.

Come up with a real or imaginary event: a trip to another community over land or water, launching a new canoe, getting married, the first day on a new job, a visit to the doctor, etc.
Include a location: where does your character live? Rural? Urban? Where are they travelling? 

Describe how your character lives on a daily basis: health care, education, religion, transportation, etc.
Explain what your character does for recreation: needlework, hockey, plays, etc.
* This will be done on your Character Brainstorm Sheet.
Steps to follow:
1. Fill out the Character Brainstorm Sheet (You may need to do some research!)
2. Record your research information on the Recording Information Sheet
3. Write a rough draft of your characters diary, then a good copy.

4. Pass in your diary with all your Character Brainstorm Sheet and Recording Information Sheet
What should the diary entries look like?

· The entries should be at least 5-7 sentences (half a page) and be written in the 1st person. There are examples on page 95 of your textbook. You will need to include a minimum of 7 entries.
What can your diary look like?
· You could create a Pages document OR make a little booklet with multiple pages.  It is up to you, but what ever you decide to do take pride in your work.

Where can I find more research / information?
· See page 97 -98 of the textbook for more details.
· Check out the website below for more historical information on various people groups: http://www.oupcanada.com/school/companion/9780195420395/students/3_4.html
How do I know if I’ve done a good job?

· Signs of a good job include: proper grammar and conventions; research notes are accurately recorded for reference, historical information in the diary is accurate, fictional details in the diary show an understanding of the character and the time and place
Will I have class time to work on my diary?

· You will have 7 classes to work on your assignment, which will include brainstorming, writing your entries, and editing you work. Some work may have to be completed at home.
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